
FACING RACISM
Front Royal Presbyterian Church

Our commitment towards…

Building Congregational Vitality

Dismantling Structural Racism

Eradicating Systemic Poverty



WHY?
By confronting the deep, 

unvarnished narrative of 

America’s racial history, white 

Christians can better 

comprehend how black 

Americans process events like 

the killings of unarmed black 

men and women by police 

today.
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The Great Ends of  the Church

◦ The proclamation of the Gospel for the salvation of humankind

◦ The shelter, nurture and spiritual fellowship of the children of God

◦ The maintenance of divine worship

◦ The preservation of the truth

◦ The promotion of social righteousness and

◦ The exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world. 

◦ Book of Order F-1.0304



BELOVED 
COMMUNITY

Every person’s right to be free, to be treated as persons not things, and to be valued as full 

members of the human community are gifts from God… 

All persons are mutually linked and meant to live and grow in relationship with each other 

as we share a common destiny.”



Beloved 
Community

1 John 4:7-8

Beloved, let us love one another, 

For love is from God,

And whoever loves has been born of 

God and knows God

Anyone who does not love

Does not know God;

For God is Love.



BELOVED 
COMMUNITY

AGAPE LOVE:
THE TYPE OF LOVE REVEALED  

IN THE DEATH OF JESUS 
CHRIST ON THE CROSS

NEIGHBOR

COMMUNITY

CHURCH



A group of eight white Birmingham clergy published “A Call For Unity,” an open letter criticizing 
Martin Luther King and other civil rights organizers. The letter, excerpted below prompted King 

to write Letter From Birmingham Jail.

The authors of A Call For Unity varied in their background and ideology, but all of them 
considered themselves opponents of segregation. They were, they believed, allies of the anti-
racist cause. Several were, in fact, anti-racist activists. Their letter was a call for caution, not 

capitulation, for slow progress, not retreat.

“We are now confronted by a series of demonstrations by some of our Negro citizens, 

directed and led in part by outsiders. We recognize the natural impatience of people 

who feel that their hopes are slow in being realized. But we are convinced that 

these demonstrations are unwise and untimely…

“We believe this kind of facing of issues can best be accomplished by citizens of our own metropolitan area, white and Negro, meeting with their 

knowledge and experiences of the local situation. All of us need to face that responsibility and find proper channels for its accomplishment.

“Just as we formerly pointed out that ‘hatred and violence have no sanction in our religious and political traditions,’ we also point out that such 

actions as incite to hatred and violence, however technically peaceful those actions may be, have not contributed to the resolution of our local 

problems. We do not believe that these days of new hope are days when extreme measures are justified in Birmingham…

“We further strongly urge our own Negro community to withdraw support from these demonstrations, and to unite locally in working peacefully for 

a better Birmingham. When rights are consistently denied, a cause should be pressed in the courts and in negotiations among local leaders, and 

not in the streets. We appeal to both our white and Negro citizenry to observe the principles of law and order and common sense.”



Letter From a Birmingham Jail
April 1963

Martin Luther King Jr.

Just and Unjust Laws
Just Laws are those that uphold 
human dignity

Unjust Laws are those that degrade 
human personality

Unjust laws, he argues, 
hurt not only the 
oppressed, but also the 
oppressors, since they 
are given a false sense 
of superiority.

01 02
White Church
Remained silent therefore 
facilitating injustice

The church should be a force for 
change, a challenge to the status 
quo, it has become too comfortable, 
a de facto supporter of those in 
power.

“An irrelevant social club”

03
White Moderates

Value order over justice

Can’t distinguish between the 
nonviolent action and the violence of 
the oppressors

Patience 
“Time itself is neutral… change can 
only happen when good men take 

action.”



Racism is individual, and thus that 

they don’t have to actively act 

against it.

You are either actively anti-racist, or 

you passively propagate the racist 

system you live in.

Being radical simply means… 

grasping things at the root

Angela Davis



Civil disobedience is justified if the laws enacted by the 

majority deny the liberty of others. 

Civil disobedience, as defined by John Rawls, is a “public, 

nonviolent and conscientious act contrary to law” (Rawls)

Freedom is never freely given by the oppressor.  The 

oppressed must demand their freedom.

◦ Good Timing

◦ Wait and See

“Justice too long delayed is justice denied”



King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits[a] and its breadth six cubits. He set it up 

on the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon….

Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously accused the Jews. They declared[ to King 

Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! You, O king, have made a decree, that every man who hears the sound of the 

horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image. And 

whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. There are certain Jews whom you 

have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O 

king, pay no attention to you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.

Daniel  3

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+3%3A1-30&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21809a


Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there 

is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been 

instituted by God.

Romans 13:1

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint 

and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the 

law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have 

done, without neglecting the others.  

Matthew 23:23

So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it 

is sin.  

James 4:17



FRONT ROYAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

MISSION STATEMENT:

WE GLORIFY GOD 
BY FOLLOWING 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 

IN A LOVING 
COMMUNITY 

SERVING JESUS CHRIST.



THE CHURCH, GUIDED BY 
THE SPIRIT, HUMBLED BY ITS 

OWN COMPLICITY AND 
INSTRUCTED BY ALL 

ATTAINABLE KNOWLEDGE, 
SEEKS TO DISCERN THE 

WILL OF GOD AND LEARN 
HOW TO OBEY IN THESE 
CONCRETE SITUATIONS. 

BOOK OF CONFESSIONS  9.43

THE CONFESSION OF 1967 IS 
THE FIRST COMPREHENSIVE 
POLICY STANCE ON RACISM 

AND ESTABLISHES ROOTS 
UPON WHICH LATER POLICY 
STATEMENTS AND ACTIONS 

GROW.


